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Editor’s Corner

Serving the
Community

See Thomas other side

“Bring the pieces together.”

Hello, 
my name is 
Thomas. 

I am 35 years old and was born 
in South Korea. My mother and 
aunt adopted my brother and 
me when I was four and my 
brother was two. I have a type of 
dwarfism called Achondroplasia. 
My childhood was in a loving 
caring Christian setting. I did well 
in school until I got to the 7th 
grade. Unfortunately as I entered 
high school, education wasn’t as 
important to me anymore. Making 
friends and trying to fit in were 
my main focus. I starting skipping 
classes and running with the 
wrong type of people drinking, 
smoking, doing drugs. I barely 
graduated high school.  

I took some community 
college classes but never got a 
degree. I threw away my early 20’s 
by drinking, going to clubs, 
raves, and house parties. I 
did manage to get an entry 
level position as a banquet 
cook at the Portola Hotel 
and Spa. My mother and 
my aunt finally thought I 
got some sense in my life 
so they asked me to get 
my own place. I had saved 
a little money and was 
employed full time with a 
respectful company that 
offered health benefits, a 
401K, and vacation time. 

THANK YOU....Bridge Members, 
Supporters, and Volunteers! The Bridge 
Restoration Ministry celebrated its 10th 
Anniversary Banquet at Calvary Chapel 
on October 7th with more than 250 in 
attendance. Raffle, Silent Auction, and 
Live Auction items helped raise funds, and 
the generosity of many helped this year’s 
event become one of the very best.

Especially touching 
was to be together with 
Mike and Michele Casey 
as they looked back on the 
hundreds of families, men, 
and women whose lives 
have been changed because 
of those who have had the 
courage to step forward, ask for help, and see the fruit of a sober life lived 

through Jesus Christ.
I would like to take a 

moment to thank the many 
Community Leaders who 
took the risk in allowing the 
Bridge to be a part of their 
county, their town. We are 
grateful for your willingness 
and faith. Also, to the Board 

Members, past and 

present, who have given selflessly of 
their time and finances.

Finally, let me close by asking 
you... all who read this...to reach 
out. There are men and women 
in our community, some whom 
you may know or who are known 

by your friends, who 
are on the edge of saying... “I 
can’t anymore.”  Please reach out 
and help give them hope...hope 
through The Bridge... hope in 
Jesus. YOU can make a difference 
in the life of a man or woman 
struggling with addiction. 

God Bless,
Rick and Lori Barnett

Something I learned early on in my recovery was that for 40 
years I thought only of myself. I was the center of my own universe, 
but by the grace of God I was delivered from addiction and began to 
serve others. What an eye opener that was for me as I began to work 
with those struggling with their own demons. I really began to see the 
need for teaching them about the transition from being self-centered 
to becoming others-centered. This concept was at the top of the list 
when we began The Bridge restoration ministry 10 years ago. When 
we entered the community our Bridge shirts said it all – Serving The 
Community – and that’s a philosophy we hold to. Shortly after the 
Bridge began we connected with the Yellow Brick Road benefit shop 
in Carmel. In the early days it was Michele and myself along with 
another resident bringing in the books, cleaning, and breaking down 
the boxes. We were happy to be serving. I am proud to say all these 
years later that we are still serving the Yellow Brick Road as they 
serve many nonprofit ministries through their generous grants. These 
grants have been a vital to our growth as we continue to serve the 
men and women of The Bridge.

10th Anniversary
Dinner Celebration
of The Bridge

In six months I drained my savings 
account and was in credit card debt 
while still working full time. 

This is when it started getting 
really bad. A former friend was 
selling Vicoden and offered me 
one. That one pill changed my 
life for the worse. I was hooked. 
It’s true what they say “One is too 
many and a thousand is never 
enough.”As my addiction got 
worse I needed stronger pills and 
started snorting 30 mg Oxcycotin. 
Maintaining my full time job 
and hiding my addiction was a 
daily battle. It all came to a head 
one day when I found an iphone 
in the break room of the hotel I 
was working at and took it home 
thinking I could sell it. That night 
the cops came to my house with 
the owner of the iphone and 
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A praise report that a new store truck was donated
by Adobe Systems through the efforts of Keith Clark!

Vehicle Donations
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Thank you for your support, 
happy shopping!

Amazon will 
donate 0.5% of 
the price of your 

eligible AmazonSmile purchases to The Bridge 
whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. To shop 
at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.
com from the web browser on your computer 
or mobile device. Choose charity: Bridge 
Restoration Ministry, Pacific Grove, CA.

Thomas from other side

Second Chance Update
Michele Casey, Program/Store Manager

Donation Programs
The S.H.A.R.E.S 

program has been 
replaced by the eScrip 
program. To sign up 

simply go to escrip.com and create an account 
and select The Bridge Restoration Ministry 
at 225 Central as your charity. You link the 
account to your Lucky’s shopping card and 
benefit the Bridge by shopping for groceries 
or shop at hundreds of popular merchants at 
eScrip’s online mall!

105 Central Ave.
Pacific Grove
831-717-4479

STORE HOURS: Mon, Wed, Sat 9-5 and
Tues, Thurs, Fri 10-6

2311 N. Fremont St.
Monterey

831-324-0143

www.secondchancePG.com

It’s hard to put into words a recap on 
Second Chance and decide which one thing to 
talk about. Several years back we received an 
amazing donation for the purpose of helping 
to fund a vocational training program of some 
type for The Bridge. Eventually that vocational 
training program opened and became Second 
Chance. There are many amazing and crazy 
things that happen at both locations each day. 
Our Monterey location opened in February 
and that has added to the adventure of Second 
Chance. A day at Second Chance’s two locations 
is made up of many things. Residents who are 
currently going through the program learn 
a variety of things. Each person has different 
gifts and abilities and different things they are 
working on in their personal lives in terms 
of recovery. For some, being in 
a working program comes easy 
and helps residents feel a sense of 
purpose. For others it’s a lot harder. 
Many people aren’t used to having 
a normal daily routine of getting up 
each day, being sober, going to a job, 
and being sober and productive. It 
really is a team effort to make both 
stores function on a daily basis. We’ve 
had some growing pains this year 
as we navigate the new dynamics of having an 
additional location.  

Some of the job training areas are: sorting, 
receiving, truck driving, truck driving assistant, 
cashier/customer relations, front of store 
merchandiser, pick up scheduler, online sales. 
Those are a sample of some of the duties/areas 
it takes to make the stores flow. Some residents 
really take ownership and pride over the 
areas they are working in and excel. For some 
residents who have more job skills it’s really an 
opportunity to have the daily routine of being 
sober and productive every day, developing 

better problem solving skills, and learning how 
to navigate challenging situations sober each 
day without running off getting high or drunk 
but rather learning the coping skills to function 
each day. It’s an absolute pleasure watching 
people who have come in begin to blossom. 
Watching the lights start to turn on in someone 
and see people begin to smile and laugh is 
amazing.

At this time between both stores, Second 
Chance employs nine people in various 
capacities, most of whom are past graduates of 
the Bridge. Those who are there as employees 
have a unique opportunity to not only have a 
job, but to be that hope or example to those 
brand new residents who are really struggling. 
Staff who have been through the Bridge have 
a unique perspective to really help upcoming 

residents. When we opened 
Second Chance we wanted to 
provide training first and funding 
second. We’ve been blessed to be 
able to do both since we opened 
the Pacific Grove location. It took 
some time in Pacific Grove to be 
able to start being profitable and 
giving financially to the Bridge, 
but with many hands we were 
able to that. Since the Monterey 

store has opened we’ve only been providing 
training while helping offset the costs of the 
new location. We’ve also seen a bit of a drop of 
the Pacific Grove location as we spread out to 
two locations.

We are working hard now to become 
profitable again to start giving back financially 
to the Bridge. Thank you so much to all of 
you who shop at and donate to both locations. 
If you’d like to be involved with us at Second 
Chance contact us. Your generosity of donating, 
shopping, and certainly praying really makes a 
difference. Thank you! 
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& Happy New Year!

Thank You for all your prayers and support in 2016.

When we opened 
Second Chance
we wanted to 
provide training 
first and funding 
second. 

asked for it back. The police officer said that I 
was lucky that the owner didn’t want to press 
charges or I would go to jail. A few days later at 
work, the human resource department called 
me to the office and said that a staff member 
notified them about the iphone and because 
I didn’t turn it in when I found it they had to 
let me go due to theft. Losing my job of eight 
years I fell harder into addiction. Getting pills 
was becoming more difficult so I switched to 
smoking black tar heroin on tin foil. At this 
time I was living with my brother rent 
free but with no job. 

One day I figured out his debit card 
pin number and that night stole it to 
take money from his ATM account. He 
found out because the bank called him 
and sent him pictures of me pulling 
out the money. He was going to kick 
me out but didn’t, which should have 
been a wakeup call but it wasn’t. I was 
later caught by the apartment manager 
smoking heroin in the Laundromat 
and was asked to leave the complex. 
Homeless and living in my car, I 
started scamming EBT cards by selling 
them for cash to random people and 
canceling them so I could re-sell them. I parked 
my car in front of my parents’ house because 
that’s where I felt safe. It crushed them seeing 
me in their front yard knowing that I needed 
help and only God would be the answer. They 
prayed every night for me. One day my mom 
ran across The Bridge Ministry website. She 
printed the application and asked me to fill it 
out and see Mike Casey. I can still remember 
the drive to the church. I was high off heroin 

drinking a can of coconut water. 
Sitting in front of Mike Casey in his office, 

he asked me if I was high. I told him yes. He 
asked me to go home to detox and come back 
in a week. At this moment I heard a voice in 
my head saying, “Tell Mike to call your mom 
and have Mike tell your mom the same thing 
he’s telling you.” Later on I knew it was God 
telling me this because God knew that if I had 
left Mike’s office that day I wouldn’t have come 
back. Mike told my mother the same thing he 
told me and sent me on my way. The rest was 
up to me to follow through with. 

My mother locked me in my 
room for a week. I can honestly say 
that it was the worst week of my life 
vomiting, sweating, and feeling like 
the whole world was falling on my 
face, but I did the week sober and 
came back with a clean urine test 
for Mike. I successfully completed 
the year program by participating 
in church activities, volunteering at 
the Second Chance Thrift Store, and 
helping out at the church’s Grille 
restaurant as a cook. Staying busy and 
looking towards God for my spiritual 
faith and daily guidance has been the 
key to my sobriety to this day. The 

Bridge Program is a wonderful place to grow in 
your sobriety and faith in the Lord. With that 
being said I am happy that I have three and a 
half years sobriety and am working two jobs – 
one as a waiter at the From Scratch restaurant 
and the second paid position at the Second 
Chance Thrift Store. With the Lord’s blessing 
and that of The Bridge, I’m sticking around 
because this works. “Trust in God and all things 
are possible.”

Staying busy 
and looking 
towards God 
for my spiritual 
faith and daily 
guidance has 
been the key to 
my sobriety to 
this day.




