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“Bring the pieces together.”

Bringing the
pieces together.

The Bridge

Eight years ago,
Michele and I stepped out in faith 
and, with the help of many others, 
launched The Bridge Restoration 
Ministry. As a newer Christian, I 
wasn’t quite sure what to expect – 
especially after our first resident 
crawled out the window in the mid-
dle of the night and didn’t come back!  

As those first days went by, I 
wondered how long the doors would 
remain open. We only had an op-
erations budget that would last only 
about six weeks. If we couldn’t make 
it, I wondered what we would do with 
all the stuff people were donating 

to help us get 
started. But, 
by God’s grace, 
we were well 
received in our 
church and 
community, 
and blessed as 
our second and 

third residents entered the program. 
It wasn’t long before we were burst-
ing at the seams in our first location 
in Seaside.

As time passed, I began to see 
more of God’s plan for the Bridge. 
Not only did he want to transform the 
lives of the people we were minister-
ing to, but He wanted to transform 
my life, as well. I was learning lessons 
in faith and patience as we waited for 
Him to lead and act.  

Before we knew it, it was time to 
step out in faith once again for a big-
ger location. As one became available 
in Pacific Grove, we went before the 
City Planning Commission and were 
granted permission to grow from six 
to 12 residents. Astounding growth, 
we thought; yet the Lord was not 
done.

Before long, we were once again 
were bursting at the seams. We won-
dered, Lord, do we dare ask for yet 
another increase? We did, and again 
God proved His faithfulness as we 
grew in our capacity and welcomed 
22 residents into our main house. 

Then a new need emerged: Men 
were finishing their year-long stay 
with us, and yet wanted to have con-
tinued accountability and connection 
with The Bridge. So we began look-
ing for additional housing for these 
Second Phase residents. After a failed 
attempt to move some graduates off 
site, we regrouped, prayed, let some 
time pass, and tried again. Now, two 
years later, I’m happy to report we 
are housing six graduates at a new 
site. So with the main house is now 
filled to capacity with 22 men and the  
Second Phase with six.

In addition, we have recently 
taken another step of faith and wel-
comed six women to the year-long 
Bridge program. They have their own 
living quarters, and we are so blessed 
to have them part of our lives!

God’s faithfulness has been evi-
dent at every turn, and most of all 
in the work He is doing in the lives 
of these precious men and women 
– and their families – who are learn-
ing to trust Him more and more. We 
see miracle after miracle. These past 
eight years are filled with so many 
blessings. God is faithful! 

We walk
by faith,
not by sight.  
2 Corinthians 5:7

when someone walks into shop 
and then leaves with new
hope, inspired by the work 
the Lord is doing in another 
person’s life. 

Second Chance has also 
recently welcomed the arrival 
of women from our new 
women’s program. These 
women work at the store and 
have been such a blessing to 
the Second Chance team! 

The Second Chance store is 
fast approaching its two-year 
mark of being open.  We are 
constantly learning about the 
many items that people kindly 
donate, and we are continuing 
to learn about needs in the 
community. As customers are 
shopping, past and current 
Bridge residents are often 
able to share their personal 
testimonies with them. It is 
powerful and heartwarming 

Board
Member

Answer To Prayer For Women
We have been praying for a 

women’s program off and on for 
several years. In fact, about three 
years ago, before we opened the 
Second Chance store, a group of 
women gathered to pray for a pos-
sible location for a Bridge Ministry 
for women. What became clear 
during those early prayer meetings 
was that we should move forward 
with the idea for Second Chance, 
and then we all continued to pray 
and seek God’s will for the women’s 
ministry. Second Chance eventually 
opened and we began the process 
of integrating it into The Bridge as a 
training portion of the program, and 
potential source of funding for the 
ministry. Second Chance has been 
an enormous blessing and challenge 
for The Bridge and me personally. 
I call the store a nutty adventure in 
faith! 

After years of praying for a 
women’s ministry, we are now rent-
ing the third unit in a Pacific Grove 
apartment building that Mike and I 
moved into a year ago. At that time, 
we rented a second apartment for 
men in the Second Phase of the 
Bridge. When we first moved in, we 
knew and anticipated that the third 
unit would become available early 
this year, and thought we might be 
able to use it to expand the Bridge 
Ministry in some way. We were 
fairly certain we wanted to expand 
the ministry to women, with Mike 
and me living on site to help super-
vise and oversee the start up. But 
as the time began drawing near, we 
weren’t sure if that third unit would 
actually be for more men in the Sec-
ond Phase or for women. 

A different group of gals began 

gathering and praying again at the 
end of last year for confirmation on 
the possible expansion for women. 
That group was mostly made up of 
women who had expressed a real 
interest in somehow being involved 
in the women’s home. One real con-
cern was not having enough help 
and trusted leadership with the 
full plates Mike and I already had. 
Two ladies received confirmation in 
how they should be involved during 
those prayer meetings: Kathy Hor-
ton would fill our need for House 
Manager and Susie Phillips would 
be a trusted Ministry Assistant. 
Kathy, Susie and I all made a com-
mitment to share the load and lead-
ership, and we opened the house in 
faith. Here we are in ,July and we are 
already full!  

While we aren’t in hurry to grow 
in numbers right now, it’s amazing 
to see God’s continued hand and fa-
vor on the house. It takes many peo-
ple to help make the women’s home 
possible. We are so thankful for the 
leadership that has come together 
to help the house function and grow. 
Denise Buck has also made herself 
available to come in and teach Bible 
Studies. Mentors are beginning to 
come through for the women, as 
well. 

As we watch what God is doing 
in the hearts of these women, we 
are overjoyed to see growth and 
change. There is much laughter and 
the occasional tears that come with 
a house full of women. Please pray 
for us as we continue to fine tune 
this aspect of the Bridge Ministry. 
Your prayers are so vital. Prayerfully 
consider how you might be involved, 
as well. 

We look forward to sharing 
and celebrating more of God’s 
blessings at our annual Bridge 
Banquet, along with our hopes 
and prayers for the year to come. 

Please let us know you will 
be part of this year’s special 
gathering on October 10th. We 
look forward to seeing you there.
Tickets:  $75  per person
 $125 per couple
 $900  table sponsor
 $1,500 elite table sponsor
  (with extra goodies)

Rick Barnett
Chairman of the Board of Directors

You are
invited

On behalf of The Bridge Res-
toration Ministry, I am pleased to 
invite you and your guests to join 
community leaders, volunteers, 
and contributors at the 8th An-
nual Bridge Banquet, which will 
be held on Friday, October 10, 
2014  at Calvary Monterey on 
Highway 68.  This year’s event 
will begin at 5:30 p.m. and opens 
with prizes and opportunity 
drawings, followed by the culi-
nary delights.

God is transforming the lives 
of so many precious men and 
women through The Bridge, and 
we are blessed to be a part of it. 
A picture is worth a thousand 
words, so here are some from 
the past year.

We look forward to sharing 

pieces together.
Bringing the

pieces together.

The Bridge
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The Bridge
Member

Support Second Chance thrift store 
by shopping there often, volunteering 
your time to work there with the men 
of The Bridge, and/or donating items 
to the store. For donations, our van 
will come to your house for pick-up. 

105 Central Ave. • Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Mon, Wed, Sat 9-5 and Tues, Thurs, Fri 10-6

831-717-4479

The
Community

This year’s Ride to Restore (Formerly 
known as the B2B Bike Ride) was a huge 
success! Whether you rode a bike, made a 
donation or volunteered, you were an integral 
part of this year’s fourth annual event. On 
behalf of the organizing team and everyone 
at the Bridge, we send you our most sincere 
“Thank you!”

This year, we raised $25,000 for the 
ongoing expenses of housing, feeding and 
training the Bridge men and women. We 
doubled our participation with nearly 125 
people mounting bicycles of all shapes 
and sizes to show their support. Our date 
change to the third week of May was well 
received. Almost 40% of participants chose 
to fundraise with us through our custom 
online fundraising site, www.crowdrise.com. 
Ninety percent of survey respondents are 
likely or will definitely ride with us next year. 
One-hundred percent said they’d likely or 
definitely recommend our event to a friend. 
Finally, we had another year of safety on 
course.

In addition to all these joyful successes, 

When I first learned about
The Bridge Restoration Ministry,
I was living at Pueblo Del Mar’s transitional 
housing program, and had just completed a year 
clean and sober.  I took on the role of a struggling 
single mother because Sam, the father of my 
child, was still using drugs.  My downstairs 
neighbors invited me to attend the Most 
Excellent Way meeting, and they told me about 
how wonderful and special this meeting was, 
and how Mike and Michele Casey had helped to 
restore their family.  I happily attended and was 
able to see firsthand that this was truly a Christ-
centered recovery meeting.  I instantly knew that 
Sam was destined to attend The Bridge and I felt 
hope again for my family to reconnect.  

At this point in time, Sam was truly lost in 
his addiction.  He was reckless, irresponsible, 
and living completely for himself in his flesh.  He 
would let days pass without calling, show up late 
for visitations, and was emotionally detached 
and distant.  I remember how deeply our son 
Luke missed seeing and connecting with his dad 
and how it broke my heart when I had to explain 
to him, “Daddy couldn’t make it today, but that is 
not your fault.”  I mailed a pamphlet explaining 
The Bridge program to Sam, kept earnestly 
saying my prayers, and cut off all contact with 
him.  This was one of the most difficult things I 
have ever had to go through, but my faith in the 
Lord remained and I held onto that with all of my 
being.  

Sam finally hit his breaking point when he 
suffered major injuries in a car accident and 
temporarily could not work.  I will never forget 
the moment when he called and told me he 
would give The Bridge a try.  I was excited and 
relieved that he was ready to make monumental 
changes for himself and his family.  Yet on August 
18th 2011 – Sam’s first day at The Bridge – he 
went in kicking and screaming!  He tried to find 
every last reason why it was not the right time, 
but ultimately surrendered his car keys and his 
heart and went to live at The Bridge with 18 of 
his newest friends.  

The following year was challenging and 
beautiful at the same time.  I watched Sam grow 
and change in so many ways, and was elated to 

get to know this wonderful and kind-hearted 
man as a sensible and sober human being.  
Through the Bridge Restoration Ministry and the 
guidance of Mike and Michele, Sam was able to 
stabilize and develop an identity in Christ.  He 
became accountable for his actions, responsible, 
honest, and dependable.  It was truly a miracle 
to watch the transformation happen!  He proved 
to me that he was willing and able to take on the 
role of a father to his son Luke, and would show 
up consistently for his family and follow through 
with his word.  Slowly I was able to trust Sam, 
and began to fall head-over-heels in love with 
him all over again.  

Not only did Sam flourish and thrive during 
his first year at the Bridge, he committed to 
a second and then a third year of serving as 
a Ministry Assistant.  Sam was able to use his 
leadership skills to help the newer members of 
The Bridge through their own recovery journey.  
Sam developed love and empathy for each and 
every man that entered the Bridge, and felt 
pleased to give back to the program that had 
helped him find himself when he was lost.  Sam’s 
time spent at The Bridge Restoration Ministry 
was an instrumental stepping-stone in his 
recovery, and the care and love that he received 
from Mike and Michele changed his life.  

I was living at Pueblo Del Mar’s transitional 

A testimony 
from the spouse  

In June of 2014, Sam and I stood before our 
families, friends, members of the Bridge, and God 
and said our marriage vows.  Thanks to Jesus 
Christ our Lord and Savior, our family has been 
restored! I am proud of the man that Sam has 
become, and I am so excited to see what God has 
in store as he leads our family.  Because we both 
have lived in the darkness of sin, we know how 
precious our redemption is and we are eternally 
grateful for every single day of our new life 
together in Christ.  

All the glory to God! 

With Love and Gratitude, 
Kathleen Guerrero 

My Testimony

Ride to Restore - B2B 2014 Recap: 
we would be remiss if we did not mention 
our leadership team, which helped organize 
the ride and make the event a success. This 
year, about 10 people stepped up to take 
on the challenge of being responsible for a 
particular facet of the event. The results were 
outstanding! We saw it in the planning and 
heard it from the riders all day long.  

Andrew and I want to personally thank 
each and every person on our 2014 Ride to 
Restore Leadership Team! We could not have 
done it without you and cannot say thank you 
enough. We look forward to hopefully working 
with all of you again in 2015! We can only 
imagine what we will be able to accomplish 
together with next year’s leadership!  (Please 
note there is still room for more people on 
our leadership team, so if you are interested 
please contact us for more information.)

Some of our favorite and most important 
feedback each year comes from the current 
Bridge participants when we ask how this 
year’s ride impacted them. Once again, they’ve 

told us that seeing such a large number of people 
fundraise, train and ride to help bless their lives 
is overwhelming. They say they are not used to 
this kind of support. For many of them, their 
recent years have been filled with friends and 
families slowly but surely giving up on them. 
This ride gives them a tangible reminder of all 
the people rooting for them to break free from 
a life of addiction. It shows them the kind of 
support they can have when they take the action 
steps necessary to change. Know that if you got 
up early on May 17th and rode or volunteered 
with us, it did not go unnoticed!

 Looking forward to next year, our tentative 
date is the third Saturday in May, 5/16/2015. 
We are already making strategic changes to 
next year’s event based on our survey feedback. 
Expect more details this Christmas.

Until next year,
Andrew Kipsey and Jeffrey Ernest 
 Co-Organizers
Ride to Restore (formerly the B2B Bike Ride) 

Ride to Restore: Continued

Continued on next column.

Save the Date!
Friday, October 10, 2014


